FLUTE SUPPLY LIST

Congratulations! You have been selected to play the FLUTE! The flute is a wonderful and rewarding instrument that is
often in charge of carrying the melody and used in solos. It is the highest pitched instrument in the woodwind family.

General Band Supplies: Donation Items: If time and family finances allow, the
- PENCILS! AMMS Band is always grateful for donations of the
- Instrument with case clearly labeled with name,  following items:
grade, and cubby. - $3$%
- Instrument-specific supplies (see below!) - Tissues / Kleenex
- $125 Operations Fee — Paid via AMMS OSP - Hand Sanitizer w/ Aloe
- Pencils
- Clorox Wipes
- Standard Size Balloons
Recommended Flute Brands/Models: Flute Accessories Needed:
- Yamaha — YFL 262 or YFL -282 - Flute Care Kit: Polish Cloth, Tuning Rod
- Di Zhao — 501 or 301 (should come with flute), Silk Swab
- Powell — Sonare Model 501 or higher - Bo-Pep Flute Thumb Guide or Thumbport
- Metronome / Tuner (can be an app)
A small number of school-owned instruments are - Small locker mirror for practice

available for families in need.

Please let Mrs. Tomei know if you will be purchasing a

flute.

PRIVATE LESSONS:

It is highly recommended that all flute students enroll in private lessons to help further enrich their band experience.
Private lesson teachers can offer one-on-one feedback that is not possible in a full-band classroom environment.

Private Lesson Teachers in the North Metro Atlanta Area:

- Kellie Henry - kellieflute(@gmail.com
- Katherine Emeneth - Katherine@gaflute.com
- Kelly Catlin - kellymcatlin@gmail.com
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OBOE SUPPLY LIST

Congratulations! You have been selected to play the OBOE! The oboe is a challenging yet rewarding instrument that is
often in charge of carrying the melody and used in solos. It is a double reed instrument in the woodwind family. Playing
the oboe requires patience and skill. It takes a special kind of person, and that’s you!!

General Band Supplies: Donation Items: If time and family finances allow, the
- PENCILS! AMMS Band is always grateful for donations of the
- Instrument with case clearly labeled with name,  following items:
grade, and cubby. - $88%
- Instrument-specific supplies (see below!) - Tissues / Kleenex
- $125 Operations Fee — Paid via AMMS OSP - Hand Sanitizer w/ Aloe
- Pencils
- Clorox Wipes
- Standard Size Balloons
Recommended Oboe Brands/Models: Oboe Accessories Needed:
- F. Loree — AK or C+3 - Oboe Care Kit: Cork Grease, SILK Cleaning
- Fox Renard — 300 (plastic), 400 (wood) Swab & Cleaning Cloth
- Yamaha - Four working reeds at all times.
- Plastic Reed Case — holds 3 or 4 reeds
A small number of school-owned instruments are - Water cup/film case/empty prescription bottle for
available for families in need. reed soaking
- Practice Stand
Please let Mrs. Tomei know if you will be purchasing an - Metronome / Tuner (can be an app)
oboe. - Small locker mirror for practice
REEDS:

The oboe and bassoon are unique in that there is no mouthpiece — only a reed that produces a sound. It is crucial that
students have great reeds to produce a great sound. Oftentimes, machine-made reeds create a poor-quality sound that will
create frustration for both the students and the people around them. At the early stages of learning, it is crucial that
students have a supply of quality reeds to use.

- Where to Buy Reeds: YOUR PRIVATE TEACHER, bocalmajority.com, Reedmaker.com, tigerreeds.com

PRIVATE LESSONS:

Due to the delicate nature of the instrument, its reeds, and its idiosyncrasies, it is highly recommended that all oboe
students enroll in private lessons to help further enrich their band experience. Private lesson teachers can offer one-on-one
feedback that is not possible in a full-band classroom environment. They can also handcraft reeds for your child, which
you will find to be a valuable resource as the school year goes on!

Private Lesson Teachers in the North Metro Atlanta Area:

- Emily Lee - eoboemaster@gmail.com

- Rachel Landers - rachel.landers@gmail.com
- Christina Gavin - christina@oboestudio.net
- Emily Gunby - emily.gunby97@gmail.com



mailto:eoboemaster@gmail.com
mailto:rachel.landers@gmail.com
mailto:christina@oboestudio.net
mailto:emily.gunby97@gmail.com

BASSOON SUPPLY LIST

Congratulations! You have been selected to play the BASSOON! The bassoon is a challenging yet rewarding instrument
that has a very unique sound. It is a double reed instrument in the woodwind family. Playing the bassoon requires patience
and skill. It takes a special kind of person, and that’s you!

General Band Supplies:
- PENCILS!
- Instrument with case clearly labeled with name,

Donation Items: If time and family finances allow, the
AMMS Band is always grateful for donations of the
following items:

grade, and cubby. - $88%

- Instrument-specific supplies (see below!)
- $125 Operations Fee — Paid via AMMS OSP

Tissues / Kleenex
Hand Sanitizer w/ Aloe

- Pencils
- Clorox Wipes
- Standard Size Balloons

Recommended Bassoon Brands/Models: Bassoon Accessories Needed:

Because bassoons are not typically rented from music - Bassoon Care Kit: Cork Grease, SILK Cleaning
stores, AMMS offers school instruments for a fee. If you Swabs & Cleaning Cloth

are interested in buying a bassoon, please speak with Mrs. - Four working reeds at all times.

Tomei. - Plastic Reed Case — holds 3 or 4 reeds

- “S” Hook Seat Strap or Bootstrap depending on
Please let Mrs. Tomei know if you will be purchasing a the bassoon
bassoon. - Water cup/film case/empty prescription bottle for
reed soaking
- Practice Stand
- Metronome / Tuner (can be an app)
- Small locker mirror for practice

REEDS:

The oboe and bassoon are unique in that there is no mouthpiece — only a reed that produces a sound. It is crucial that
students have great reeds to produce a great sound. Oftentimes, machine-made reeds create a poor-quality sound that will
create frustration for both the students and the people around them. At the early stages of learning, it is crucial that
students have a supply of quality reeds to use.

- Where to Buy Reeds: YOUR PRIVATE TEACHER, bocalmajority.com, Reedmaker.com, tigerreeds.com

PRIVATE LESSONS:

Due to the delicate nature of the instrument, its reeds, and its idiosyncrasies, it is highly recommended that all bassoon
students enroll in private lessons to help further enrich their band experience. Private lesson teachers can offer one-on-one
feedback that is not possible in a full-band classroom environment. They can also handcraft reeds for your child, which
you will find to be a valuable resource as the school year goes on!

Private Lesson Teachers in the North Metro Atlanta Area:

- Michelle Hung - michellebn.music@gmail.com
- Rachel Landers - rachel.landers@gmail.com
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CLARINET SUPPLY LIST

Congratulations! You have been selected to play the CLARINET! The clarinet is a fun and rewarding instrument that has
a mellow sound. It is a member of the woodwind family.

General Band Supplies: Donation Items: If time and family finances allow, the
- PENCILS! AMMS Band is always grateful for donations of the
- Instrument with case clearly labeled with name,  following items:
grade, and cubby. - $88%
- Instrument-specific supplies (see below!) - Tissues / Kleenex
- $125 Operations Fee — Paid via AMMS OSP - Hand Sanitizer w/ Aloe
- Pencils
- Clorox Wipes
- Standard Size Balloons
Recommended Clarinet Brands/Models: Clarinet Accessories Needed:
*Wooden clarinets preferred, but not required* - Clarinet Care Kit: Cork Grease, SILK Cleaning
- Backun: Alpha (plastic), Alpha Plus (wood) Swab & Cleaning Cloth
- Buffet: Premium (plastic), E11 (wood) - Four working reeds at all times.
- Yamaha: YCL-255 (plastic), YCL-450 (wood) - Plastic Reed Case —holds 3 or 4 reeds
- .80mm Mouthpiece Patches
A small number of school-owned instruments are - Practice Stand
available for families in need. - Metronome / Tuner (can be an app)

- Small locker mirror for practice
Please let Mrs. Tomei know if you will be purchasing a
clarinet.

REEDS AND MOUTHPIECES:

The clarinet and saxophone require both a mouthpiece and a quality reed to create a sound. It is crucial that students have
great reeds AND a great mouthpiece to produce a great sound. At the early stages of learning, it is crucial that students
have a supply of quality reeds to use.

Recommended Reed Brands:

- Vandoren (Blue Box)
- D’Addario Rico Reserve (Purple Box)
o 2% (in 6" grade only)
o Towards the end of 6" grade, we will be ready to upgrade to a harder reed strength.

Word of warning: not all reeds are created equally. Be wary of what you are allowing your child to put into their mouth.
Some reeds are manufactured in parts of the world that allow the use of pesticides, harsh chemicals, and other nasties
that may harm your child. These reeds also tend to be of inferior quality. Please use the recommended reed brands.

Recommended Clarinet Mouthpieces (pick one):
- Vandoren B45, Vandoren M13, J&D Hite Premier
PRIVATE LESSONS:

It is highly recommended that all clarinet students enroll in private lessons to help further enrich their band experience.
Private lesson teachers can offer one-on-one feedback that is not possible in a full-band classroom environment.

Private Lesson Teachers in the North Metro Atlanta Area:

- Meghan Williams - 404-966-6906
- Alexander Krakovski - alkrakovski@yahoo.com
- Barbaraann Bongiovanni - babmusicnotes@gmail.com
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SAXOPHONE SUPPLY LIST

Congratulations! You have been selected to play the SAXOPHONE! The saxophone is a fun and rewarding instrument
that has a mellow sound. It is a member of the woodwind family.

General Band Supplies: Donation Items: If time and family finances allow, the
- PENCILS! AMMS Band is always grateful for donations of the
- Instrument with case clearly labeled with name,  following items:
grade, and cubby. - $88%
- Instrument-specific supplies (see below!) - Tissues / Kleenex
- $125 Operations Fee — Paid via AMMS OSP - Hand Sanitizer w/ Aloe
- Pencils
- Clorox Wipes
- Standard Size Balloons
Recommended Saxophone Brands/Models: Saxophone Accessories Needed:
- Yamaha: YAS-26C, YAS-23 - Saxophone Care Kit: Cork Grease, SILK
- Selmer: SAS201, SAS301 Cleaning Swab & Cleaning Cloth
- Four working reeds at all times.
A small number of school-owned instruments are - Plastic Reed Case — holds 3 or 4 reeds
available for families in need. - Thin Mouthpiece Patches
- Saxophone neck strap
Please let Mrs. Tomei know if you will be purchasing a - Practice Stand
saxophone. - Metronome / Tuner (can be an app)

- Small locker mirror for practice

REEDS AND MOUTHPIECES:

The clarinet and saxophone require both a mouthpiece and a quality reed to create a sound. It is crucial that students have
great reeds AND a great mouthpiece to produce a great sound. At the early stages of learning, it is crucial that students
have a supply of quality reeds to use.

Recommended Reed Brands:

- Vandoren (Blue Box)
- D’Addario Rico Reserve (Green Box)
o 2to2 % (in 6™ grade only)
o Towards the end of 6™ grade, we will be ready to upgrade to a harder reed strength.

Word of warning: not all reeds are created equally. Be wary of what you are allowing your child to put into their mouth.
Some reeds are manufactured in parts of the world that allow the use of pesticides, harsh chemicals, and other nasties
that may harm your child. These reeds also tend to be of inferior quality. Please use the recommended reed brands.

Recommended Saxophone Mouthpieces (pick one):
- Selmer 280 C*, Eugene Rosseau, Yamaha 4C, Hite
PRIVATE LESSONS:

It is highly recommended that all saxophone students enroll in private lessons to help further enrich their band experience.
Private lesson teachers can offer one-on-one feedback that is not possible in a full-band classroom environment.

Private Lesson Teachers in the North Metro Atlanta Area:

- Kenny Baik - kennybaik@gmail.com
- Jordan Thorne - jsaxbyjt@gmail.com
- Dr. Lindsey Welp - lindseywelp@gmail.com
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TRUMPET SUPPLY LIST

Congratulations! You have been selected to play the TRUMPET! The trumpet is a fun and rewarding instrument that has
a big sound. It is a member of the brass family.

General Band Supplies: Donation Items: If time and family finances allow, the
- PENCILS! AMMS Band is always grateful for donations of the
- Instrument with case clearly labeled with name,  following items:
grade, and cubby. - $88%
- Instrument-specific supplies (see below!) - Tissues / Kleenex
- $125 Operations Fee — Paid via AMMS OSP - Hand Sanitizer w/ Aloe
- Pencils
- Clorox Wipes
- Standard Size Balloons
Recommended Trumpet Brands/Models: Trumpet Accessories Needed:
- Bach: TR 300, TR 200 - Trumpet Care Kit: Polishing cloth, mouthpiece
- Yamaha: YTR-200, YTR-4335 brush, cleaning snake, slide grease
- Jupiter: JTR700SA - Al Cass Valve Oil or Yamaha Valve Oil
o Pick one and do not mix!
A small number of school-owned instruments are - BERP for Trumpet (#3)
available for families in need. - Practice Stand (for at home practice)
- Metronome / Tuner (can be an app)
Please let Mrs. Tomei know if you will be purchasing a - Small locker mirror for practice
trumpet.
MOUTHPIECES:

A quality mouthpiece will improve the sound produced by the students and are an appealing option when compared to the
cost of purchasing a new or “higher tier” instrument. A student instrument will often sound very similar to a professional
model when outfitted with a quality mouthpiece.

Recommended Mouthpieces (pick one):
- Bach 5C or 3C mouthpiece (Not a 7C)
PRIVATE LESSONS:

It is highly recommended that all trumpet students enroll in private lessons to help further enrich their band experience.
Private lesson teachers can offer one-on-one feedback that is not possible in a full-band classroom environment.

Private Lesson Teachers in the North Metro Atlanta Area:

- Michael Brown - michael.brown@ung.edu
- Lizbeth Yanez Barrington - lizbeth.yanez71(@gmail.com
- Anthony Barrington — panthonybarrington@gmail.com
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FRENCH HORN SUPPLY LIST

Congratulations! You have been selected to play the FRENCH HORN! The French horn is a fun and rewarding
instrument that has a unique sound. It is often used in movie music. It is a member of the brass family.

General Band Supplies: Donation Items: If time and family finances allow, the
- PENCILS! AMMS Band is always grateful for donations of the
- Instrument with case clearly labeled with name,  following items:
grade, and cubby. - $88%
- Instrument-specific supplies (see below!) - Tissues / Kleenex
- $125 Operations Fee — Paid via AMMS OSP - Hand Sanitizer w/ Aloe
- Pencils
- Clorox Wipes
- Standard Size Balloons
Recommended French Horn Brands/Models: French Horn Accessories Needed:
**MUST BE A DOUBLE HORN** - French Horn Care Kit: Polishing cloth,
- Conn: 6D, 8D mouthpiece brush, & cleaning snake, slide grease
- Holton: 379 - Superslick Rotor oil
- BERP for French Horn (#1)
Because French horns are not typically rented from music - French horn hand strap (optional, but helpful for
stores, AMMS offers school instruments for a rental fee. smaller students)
- Practice Stand (for at home practice)
Please let Mrs. Tomei know if you will be purchasing or - Metronome / Tuner (can be an app)
renting your own French horn. - Small locker mirror for practice
MOUTHPIECES:

A quality mouthpiece will improve the sound produced by the students and are an appealing option when compared to the
cost of purchasing a new or “higher tier” instrument. A student instrument will often sound very similar to a professional
model when outfitted with a quality mouthpiece. AMMS does not offer mouthpieces with school-owned instruments
due to sanitary reasons.

Recommended Mouthpieces (pick one):
- Farkas MC (preferred), King H2, Conn H2, or Schilke 30 mouthpiece
PRIVATE LESSONS:

It is highly recommended that all French horn students enroll in private lessons to help further enrich their band
experience. Private lesson teachers can offer one-on-one feedback that is not possible in a full-band classroom
environment.

Private Lesson Teachers in the North Metro Atlanta Area:

- Achim Reus - achimreus59@gmail.com
- Amy Black - amyblack@clayton.edu
- Andrew Sehmann - sshmann.andrew(@gmail.com
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TROMBONE SUPPLY LIST

Congratulations! You have been selected to play TROMBONE! The trombone is a fun and rewarding instrument that has
a unique sound. It is often used in jazz music. It is a member of the brass family.

General Band Supplies: Donation Items: If time and family finances allow, the
- PENCILS! AMMS Band is always grateful for donations of the
- Instrument with case clearly labeled with name,  following items:
grade, and cubby. - $88%
- Instrument-specific supplies (see below!) - Tissues / Kleenex
- $125 Operations Fee — Paid via AMMS OSP - Hand Sanitizer w/ Aloe
- Pencils
- Clorox Wipes
- Standard Size Balloons
Recommended Trombone Brands/Models: Trombone Accessories Needed:
- Yamaha: YSL-354, YSL-448 - Trombone Care Kit: Mouthpiece Brush,
- Shires: TBQ30R Q (8™ grade) Polishing Cloth, Cleaning Snake, tuning slide
- Bach: Strad 42B (8" grade) grease
- Slide-0-Mix Rapid Slide Cream
A small number of school-owned instruments are - Berp for Trombone/Euphonium (#4)
available for families in need. - Practice Stand (for at home practice)
- Metronome / Tuner (can be an app)
Please let Mrs. Tomei know if you will be purchasing a - Small locker mirror for practice
trombone.
MOUTHPIECES:

A quality mouthpiece will improve the sound produced by the students and are an appealing option when compared to the
cost of purchasing a new or “higher tier” instrument. A student instrument will often sound very similar to a professional
model when outfitted with a quality mouthpiece.

Recommended Mouthpieces (pick one):

- Bach 6 2 AL, Yamaha 48, or Schilke 51

PRIVATE LESSONS:

It is highly recommended that all trombone students enroll in private lessons to help further enrich their band experience.
Private lesson teachers can offer one-on-one feedback that is not possible in a full-band classroom environment.

Private Lesson Teachers in the North Metro Atlanta Area:

- Qarrett Coscolluela - garrettcoscolluela@gmail.com
- Patrick O'Brien - obrienpatrick 1 8@gmail.com
- Samit Patel - samit2011(@yahoo.com

Jordan Milek Johnson - jordanmilek@gmail.com
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EUPHONIUM SUPPLY LIST

Congratulations! You have been selected to play EUPHONIUM! The euphonium is a fun and rewarding instrument that
has a unique sound. It is a member of the brass family.

General Band Supplies: Donation Items: If time and family finances allow, the
- PENCILS! AMMS Band is always grateful for donations of the
- Instrument with case clearly labeled with name,  following items:
grade, and cubby. - $88%
- Instrument-specific supplies (see below!) - Tissues / Kleenex
- $125 Operations Fee — Paid via AMMS OSP - Hand Sanitizer w/ Aloe
- Pencils
- Clorox Wipes
- Standard Size Balloons
Recommended Euphonium Brands/Models: Euphonium Accessories Needed:
Because Euphoniums are not typically rented from music - Euphonium Care Kit: Mouthpiece Brush,
stores, AMMS offers school instruments for a rental fee. Polishing Cloth, Cleaning Snake, tuning slide
grease
Please let Mrs. Tomei know if you will be purchasing or - Al Cass Valve Oil or Yamaha Valve Oil
renting your own euphonium. o Pick one and do not mix!

- Mouthpiece Case — LABELED WITH NAME
- Berp for Trombone/Euphonium (#4)

- Practice Stand (for at home practice)

- Metronome / Tuner (can be an app)

- Small locker mirror for practice

MOUTHPIECES:

A quality mouthpiece will improve the sound produced by the students and are an appealing option when compared to the
cost of purchasing a new or “higher tier” instrument. A student instrument will often sound very similar to a professional
model when outfitted with a quality mouthpiece.

Recommended Mouthpieces (pick one):

- Bach 6 2 AL, Yamaha 48, or Schilke 51

PRIVATE LESSONS:

It is highly recommended that all euphonium students enroll in private lessons to help further enrich their band
experience. Private lesson teachers can offer one-on-one feedback that is not possible in a full-band classroom
environment.

Private Lesson Teachers in the North Metro Atlanta Area:

- Adam Frey - adam@euphonium.com

- Caleb Harris - harrisbrass@gmail.com
- Jason Casanova - jcasanova@jsu.edu
- Marshall Gagne - gagne.marshall@gmail.com
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TUBA SUPPLY LIST

Congratulations! You have been selected to play TUBA! The tuba is a fun and rewarding instrument that has a unique
sound. It is a member of the brass family.

General Band Supplies: Donation Items: If time and family finances allow, the
- PENCILS! AMMS Band is always grateful for donations of the
- Instrument with case clearly labeled with name,  following items:
grade, and cubby. - $88%
- Instrument-specific supplies (see below!) - Tissues / Kleenex
- $125 Operations Fee — Paid via AMMS OSP - Hand Sanitizer w/ Aloe
- Pencils
- Clorox Wipes
- Standard Size Balloons
Recommended Tuba Brands/Models: Tuba Accessories Needed:
Because tubas are not typically rented from music stores, - Tuba Care Kit: Mouthpiece Brush, Polishing
AMMS offers school instruments for a rental fee. Cloth, Cleaning Snake, tuning slide grease
- Al Cass Valve Oil or Yamaha Valve Oil
Please let Mrs. Tomei know if you will be purchasing or o Pick one and do not mix!
renting your own tuba. - Mouthpiece case - LABELED WITH NAME

- Practice Stand (for at home practice)
- Metronome / Tuner (can be an app)
- Small locker mirror for practice

MOUTHPIECES:

A quality mouthpiece will improve the sound produced by the students and are an appealing option when compared to the
cost of purchasing a new or “higher tier” instrument. A student instrument will often sound very similar to a professional
model when outfitted with a quality mouthpiece. AMMS does not offer mouthpieces with school-owned instruments.

Recommended Mouthpieces (pick one):

- Bach 18, Bach 24AW or Conn Helleberg 7B mouthpiece

PRIVATE LESSONS:

It is highly recommended that all tuba students enroll in private lessons to help further enrich their band experience.
Private lesson teachers can offer one-on-one feedback that is not possible in a full-band classroom environment.

Private Lesson Teachers in the North Metro Atlanta Area:

- Bernard Flythe - musica5341(@yahoo.com

- Caleb Harris - harrisbrass@gmail.com

- Jason Casanova - jcasanova@jsu.edu

- Marshall Gagne - gagne.marshall@gmail.com
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PERCUSSION SUPPLY LIST

Congratulations! You have been selected to play PERCUSSION! Percussion is a fun and rewarding section that offers a

variety of different instruments.

General Band Supplies:
- PENCILS!
- Instrument-specific supplies (see below!)
- $125 Operations Fee — Paid via AMMS OSP
- $100 Percussion Fee — Paid via AMMS OSP

Required 6™ Grade Percussion Materials:
- Percussion Kit: Bells/Xylophone and practice
pad with snare drum stand.
- Mallets & Sticks: FP2 Intermediate Mallet Pack

We will add more mallets & sticks to this bag as we enter
7" & 8™ grade. Students should replace their sticks or
mallets if they become broken or lost.

Please let Mrs. Tomei know if you are interested in

purchasing your own percussion equipment.

PERCUSSION USAGE FEE:

Donation Items: If time and family finances allow, the
AMMS Band is always grateful for donations of the
following items:

- 3388

- Tissues / Kleenex

- Hand Sanitizer w/ Aloe

- Pencils

- Clorox Wipes

- Standard Size Balloons

Percussion Accessories Needed:
- Luggage tag with name, grade, and cubby number
clearly labeled.
- Practice Stand (for at home practice)
- Metronome / Tuner (can be an app)
- Mirror for practice

A school equipment usage fee will be assessed to each percussionist for the use of classroom equipment. This fee will
help to maintain the instruments used in the classroom or will be put towards the purchase of new equipment.

PRIVATE LESSONS:

It is highly recommended that all percussion students enroll in private lessons to help further enrich their band experience.
Private lesson teachers can offer one-on-one feedback that is not possible in a full-band classroom environment.

Private Lesson Teachers in the North Metro Atlanta Area:

- Brandon Kunka - bkunka@gmail.com
- Eric Brown - ericplaysdrums@gmail.com
- Jeff Macko - atlantamusicacademy@yahoo.com
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INSTRUMENT RENTAL & PURCHASING GUIDE

Perhaps the most exciting part about embarking on a new musical journey is selecting a new instrument to play. After our
instrument testing event (see band calendar), you may feel overwhelmed by the following questions: is it better to rent or
buy? What brand should I choose? What specific model should I choose? The following guide is intended to guide you,
the band parent, through the rental or purchasing process. Please reference this guide or contact Ms. Smith before renting
or purchasing an instrument!

RENT OR BUY?

At this level in our musical journey, I highly recommend that you rent before purchasing your instrument. Young music
students can get bored with their instrument of choice or see a different instrument in their band that appeals to them. It’s a
new venture, and it’s good to give them room to change their minds and settle in on the one they want to commit to.

Some larger instruments (bassoons, euphoniums, and tubas) are not available for rentals at most music stores.
Please complete an Instrument Rental Agreement to rent a school-owned instrument.

INSTRUMENT QUALITY:

When deciding on a new instrument, it is important to recognize that not all instruments are made the same. Just like car
manufacturers, some brands have a reputation for being reliable, while others have a reputation for being unreliable.
Renting or buying a quality instrument may cost more up front but will save you money and heartache in the long run.
Unreliable or cheaply made instruments will require more repairs, produce inferior sound quality, and may even create
difficulties for your student’s sound production.

Generally, 6™ grade students will want to choose a student model instrument. Let’s be honest: 6™ graders are clumsy.
Instrument manufacturers recognize this and build instruments durable enough to withstand this accidental abuse.

7" & 8™ grade students who are beginning to get serious about playing and want an “upgrade,” instrument should
consider skipping the intermediate model altogether and opt for the professional model. Why? Intermediate models are
generally only used for 1-2 years before they need to upgrade again to a professional model. Students who are truly
serious about playing (private lessons, All-State, competitions, etc.) are often already mature enough to not need the
durability of the student or intermediate model. The intermediate model will always produce an inferior sound quality to
the professional model instrument.

If your family is not yet ready to upgrade your student’s instrument, consider buying a “step-up” mouthpiece. Such
mouthpieces will show great improvement in the quality of sound produced by the students and are an appealing option
when compared to the cost of purchasing a new instrument. A student instrument will often sound very similar to a
professional model when outfitted with a quality mouthpiece.

The list below is only intended to provide guidance to families when selecting an instrument. This list is not an
endorsement of specific brands or meant to deter families from purchasing from other brands.

TRUSTED AND RELIABLE INSTRUMENT BRANDS:

FLUTE: Yamaha, Di Zhao, Powell TRUMPET: Bach or Yamaha
OBOE: Loree, Fox Renard HORN: **MUST BE A DOUBLE HORN** Conn, Yamaha, or Holton
BASSOON: Fox Renard, Heckel TROMBONE: Bach, Yamaha, or Conn

CLARINET: Buffet, Backun, or Yamaha | EUPHONIUM: Yamaha, Besson, or Willson
SAXOPHONE: Yamaha or Conn Selmer | TUBA: Yamaha, King, or Conn




